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In the time available tonight, I’m going to provide an overview of some of Jim Lange’s accomplishments.  

This won’t nearly cover all his contributions to Pacifica. 

 

Raised in Pacifica, Jim began his community involvement by coaching baseball and soccer in Pacifica. 

Before he began his career with the City, he headed the United Way campaign for Seton Hospital and 

was the Chair of Community Charities for Kraft Foods.  He took part in Rebuilding Together, a 

community based organization. 

 

In 2004, the position of Senior Services opened up.  Jim went through the grueling panel interview 

process for the City and was one of two top contenders.  When asked why he should be hired, Jim 

expressed that he had a passion for the community and for seniors.   Now 10 years later, he continues to 

demonstrate this passion and is a shining star for the City, growing brighter each year.  

 

Jim didn’t waste anytime as he organized a Rebuilding Together project in 2004 that provided needed 

upgrades to the Community Center:  painting, the Safety Wall for the preschool rooms, and the 

handicap entry doors. 

 

Jim has the ability to identify needs, the energy and focus to complete projects, and the charisma that 

attracts good people who do good things.  He is a people magnate and looks for ways to make their lives 

better.  He is kind, generous, and is a person who knows no strangers.  He envisions projects for the 

good of the order and makes them happen.  If there is a gap, he will find a way to fill it. 

 

A few of his accomplishments are: 

 

• He chaired the Jefferson School District Bond measure, which passed thanks to his 

organizational skills and efforts. 

 

• He began the Giving Tree in 2005, which encourages donations by way of purchasing leaves or 

rocks, which are prominently displayed on the tree in the foyer of the Community Center.  This 

extremely creative endeavor currently has $75,000 in the fund.  

 

• One of the projects funded by the Giving Tree is the marquee that you see on the front of the 

Community Center.  It serves the purpose of informing the community of on-going events and 

programs.  It’s also a clever way to highlight the Community Center.  A beacon in the night. 

 

• Jim provided the groundwork and support for the weekly senior rummage sales, headed by Lana 

and a strong group of volunteers, which bring in an annual income of about $40,000.  They 

provide low cost items for those on a budget and serve to acquaint people with our services as it 

draws many folks from outside of the city.  

 

• Jim worked on grants to provide the major project for the Meals on Wheels loading zone.  Jim 

spent a lot of time on helping with the plans and in finding local contractors at a great cost 

savings to the city. 

 



• Jim was persistent in the pursuit of a grant to acquire the beautiful senior van that can be seen 

driving around town.  It was a match of 80% from transportation funding with 20% coming from 

the City.  This van brings seniors into the Center for nutrition and socialization and also takes 

them on outings. 

 

• Jim has done an unprecedented job in growing the Meals on Wheels program, which now serves 

a record 88 people in need.  He is directly responsible for acquiring county funds for some very 

big, expensive and needed equipment for food production.  Whereas many cities have 

downsized or eliminated senior programs, Jim has managed to grow these services and to keep 

them out of jeopardy. 

 

• He amplified the medical equipment program, which provides things like canes, wheel chairs, 

and other items for those in need. This functions much like a lending library and is free. 

 

It takes strong leadership and a commitment to find ways to preserve these programs in the face of the 

City’s budget issues and declining government funds.  Getting things done in the City can be 

problematic; however Jim is a gentle persuader and collaborator.  

 

Those of us who know and admire Jim know that he puts in tremendous mental and physical time of his 

own for projects that benefit our town.  He puts others before himself and commits to their well- being. 

 

He cares and views the community as one big family.  He has been known to visit people in the hospital, 

check in with them while they are at home, do errands to help out, find people to help with home 

repairs -- all on his own time.  I don’t know when he sleeps or if he does. 

 

Jim continues to be an inspiration to his staff, peers, and the senior community and truly exemplifies A 

PERSON WHO CARES. 
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