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The key word here is “care.”  It is a good four letter word, but it is highly underrated.  I think it should be 

up there with other important “big” four-letter words like “gold” and “love.”  In fact, I think you could 

argue that it is “care” that makes the world go ‘round.  Merriam-Webster, Oxford, and Google 

dictionaries provide surprisingly different definitions but as a noun it has two major meanings: 

 

1)  The provision of what is necessary for health, welfare, maintenance and protection. 

2)  Serious attention or consideration applied to doing something correctly or to avoid damage or 

risk. 

 

As a verb it means: 

 

1) To feel concern or interest, attach importance to something. 

2) To look after and provide for the needs of someone or something. 

 

Care implies empathy and in its full expression implies action, to “take care.”  As you just heard, Jim 

Lange’s actions exemplify a caring attitude and action.  Our second award recipient, Ginny Silva Jaquith, 

is the poster girl of care.  Her choice of profession in recreation supervision and her path to teaching and 

training at the college level, and her dedication to public service, performed with intelligence, analysis, 

conscientiousness and a “can do” attitude couldn’t be a better model of caring. 

 

I apologize to Ginny in advance because she is going to be squirming in her seat. That is the way of 

People Who Care recipients.  They do their caring thing because it needs to be done, not for kudos from 

others.  But Ginny, you’ll just have to allow us to celebrate you and be gracious. I know you can handle 

it. 

 

I apologize to the rest of you because this is going to take some time.  I can’t help it, I’m a preacher’s kid 

and grandkid.  But there is a nice “coffee hour” at the end. Sit still and listen, you will be amazed. 

 

If I regaled you with a comprehensive list of Ginny’s accomplishments we would be here past nine 

o’clock, so I won’t.  But if you want to know some of the details I offer this list (unroll scroll) of 

accomplishments for you to peruse at your leisure.  And don’t forget to Google Ginny, the web is filled 

with fascinating information and photos.  But being the caring person that Ginny is, she gave me a much 

edited, very condensed version of her life, entitled the Ginny Silva Jaquith Profile. Thank goodness.  I will 

use this as my authoritative resource and share it with you. 

 

Dr. Virginia Silva Jaquith grew up in the Santa Clara Valley when it was filled with orchards and dairy 

farms, including the dairy farm owned and operated by her parents and grandparents.  It was a ranch 

filled with a large and loving immediate family and extended family.  She went off to San Jose State 

University and in 1964, in her senior year, she moved to Pacifica to do an internship with the Parks, 

Beaches and Recreation Department, and she never left.  Evidently she had an awkward first interview, 

this nervous youngster and heavy smoker.  But it was rapidly uphill from there.  Friend and colleague, 

Sheila Hyman, tells that they kept hearing from Ginny about a boyfriend, but he never came around.  

They were starting to wonder about this phantom until one day, a handsome young man with a ponytail 

appeared.  It was Robin, and they are still together, married 39 years and together even longer.  They 

were children of the era and drove cross country several times in their VW van, Bertha. 



-2- 

 

Ginny began her professional career in recreation with the Pacifica PB&R Department as a Senior 

Recreation Leader and spent the last 7 years of her tenure with the city as the Director of Parks, Beaches 

and Recreation.  At the time she was one of just three women directors in the State of California.  Sheila 

and Ginny would go to conferences together and share a room.  When people asked Sheila who she was 

rooming with, she’d say “The Director”.  Their response?  “Does your husband know?”  Sheila also has a 

great story about improvised bathing suits from orange hotel bath towels and campaign style buttons, 

demonstrating determination and ingenuity, but I’ll let Ginny share that story if she wants to. 

 

Highlights of her 15 year career included development of a city-wide teen program, creation of the Elf 

Market, development of Frontierland Park, implementation of the child care program, Seniors-in-Action, 

and the Pacifica Resource Center, involvement with development of the fishing pier, acquisition of San 

Pedro State Beach, development of Oceana Swimming Pool and Terra Nova Tennis Courts and creation 

of the Pacifica Arts and Heritage Council (now Pacifica Performances). 

 

After leaving the city, Ginny began a second career as university professor, obtaining her Masters in 

Recreation Administration Degree from San Francisco State University and her Doctorate in Education 

from the University of San Francisco.  She retired in 2007 as Professor in the Recreation and Leisure 

Studies Department after 27 years on the faculty.  Ginny served as department chair for three years, 

directed the American Humanics program, whose goal is to train professionals to strengthen and lead 

nonprofit organizations, and the Youth and Human Services Nonprofit Agency Administration 

Certificate, taught a nonprofit management, planning and evaluation course, and served as the 

department’s Spring Internship Coordinator.  She directed several campus-based projects including the 

Pacific Leadership Institute, Operation Access, Tall Ships Semester at Sea, Fam Camp and served on the 

Lake Merced Task Force, in addition to numerous department and university committees.  Ginny served 

as Chair of the National American Humanics Campus Directors Association and on the National Board of 

Directors of American Humanics, Inc.  While on the faculty Ginny generated over $2.3 million dollars in 

grants and contracts to the university.  She was awarded emerita status upon retirement. Colleague Bill 

Michaelis reports that Ginny was known for her strong relationships with her students, was highly 

regarded by her colleagues and was known for her leadership.  I loved a student’s quote on the “Rate 

My Professor” website, where she receives an impressive overall score of 4.5, with a perfect 5 in 

“helpfulness”.  The quote goes: “Best teacher I ever had. Very kind and understanding.  She likes to keep 

the students on their toes and is willing to help in a heartbeat.”  Pacifica resident and San Mateo Chief of 

Police, Susan Manheimer, says “I do believe that one of Ginny’s greatest legacies to the local park and 

recreation profession, as well as those of us serving youth and their development, is her mentoring of 

student interns at San Francisco State.  We have had her student interns working for the city of San 

Mateo Park and Rec. Dept. as well as our SM Police Activities League. Many of her students went on to 

become full-time employees in agencies (our department has had several) and Ginny was surely the 

champion for promoting community recreation during times when many students were choosing to 

focus on adventure tourism, hospitality industry, etc.”. 

 

In addition to serving on the faculty at SFSU, Ginny also served as a consultant to more than 80 cities, 

counties and nonprofit organizations throughout California and the western states.  She helped them 

with recruiting executive personnel and streamlining their management systems.  Some of the agencies 

included the County of Los Angeles, City of San Francisco, Salt Lake City, San Mateo County, the  State of 

Nebraska Arts Council and lots of smaller agencies.  She has consulted with many nonprofit 

organizations including the YMCA of San Francisco, Girls, Inc. of Alameda County, SportsBridge, the 

Friendship Club, Boys and Girls Clubs of San Francisco and the Girls After-School Academy. 

 

Now we get to Ginny’s public service, her “extra-curricular” activities.  These are probably most familiar 

to this audience and they are truly impressive.  Ginny served on the Pacifica City Council from 1980 to 

1992, including three terms as Mayor Pro Tem and three terms as Mayor.  During her tenure on the 
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Council her proudest accomplishments include creation of the redevelopment agency, development of 

the Community Center, creation of the Pacific Coast Fog Fest and lots of projects that improved the 

quality of life for Pacifica residents.  While on the Council Ginny also served as President and board 

member of the American Heart Association, on the Family Service Agency Board of Directors, the Youth 

Service Board of Directors, and the Pedro Point Homeowners Association Board. 

 

Ginny continues to serve the community though a variety of community service activities including the 

Rotary Club of Pacifica, where she completed a year as president and currently serves on the board as 

Public Relations Chair and on several club committees.  She has also served as Rotary District Vocational 

Chair for two years.  She is a past president and a member of the Board of Directors of Pacificans Care 

since 1993 (TWENTY YEARS!) where she is a mover and a shaker and is always on several committees.  

She served on the original committee that created the Fog Fest, and then served on the Board of 

Directors of FFOG (Fog Fest Organizing Group) for ten years where she served as a Vice-President and 

coordinated the Fog Fest related events and souvenirs including the Sand Sculpture, Photo Contest, 

Chowder Contest, Fog Bank Contest and the Surf Art Experience and Auction.  She has served on the 

Board of Directors of Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Francisco and the Peninsula, the Board of Directors 

of Family Service Agency of San Mateo County, as a member of the Youth Service Bureau Advisory Board 

and the task force to restructure the Pacifica Resource Center. 

 

In addition to enjoying Ginny’s talents as a fellow Pacificans Care Board Member, I had the pleasure of 

serving with her when we were on the that task force, where the Resource Center had to become 

independent from the City’s management.  Ginny’s nonprofit management expertise was invaluable as 

we negotiated the Resource Center’s new relationship with the Tides Center as “back office”, which is 

still going strong.  A while later we again served the Resource Center on the occasion of Pat Paik’s 

retirement, where we had to find a new Director for a complex job.  Her “headhunting” experience was 

invaluable as we sifted through resume after resume.  We were so lucky to have identified Anita Rees as 

the clear candidate and she has proudly carried on the Resource Center’s mission in an impressive 

manner.  I have become very fond of the moments when all Ginny’s wisdom and intellect, her “can do” 

philosophy and her pragmatism culminate into her hallmark phrase: “OK Folks.  Here it is.”  And then 

she really does tell it like it is. 

 

She has received the Distinguished Professional Award from the California Parks and Recreation Society, 

District IV, Outstanding Alumni Awards from Recreation and Leisure Studies Departments of both San 

Jose State and San Francisco State Universities, the Fuchsia Award for Lifetime Achievement from the 

Pacifica Chamber of Commerce and received the Fellowship Award and was inducted into the California 

Park and Recreation Hall of Fame in 2010.   

 

As you know, she served as interim City Council member in 2012.  Many of her friends, although glad a 

very competent woman was offering her time and effort on our behalf, questioned why she would 

willingly take on such a tough task in her already busy retirement years.  She simply replied that she 

could hit the ground running and do the job. I add, because she cares about Pacifica.  Upon hearing of 

her appointment, former Mayor Peter Loeb said ,“She is a real problem solver.  You need a real 

caretaker who will help you.”  Jim Heldberg said, “I look forward to once again enjoying Ginny’s classy, 

cheerful and careful competence in the City Council.”   She then chaired the City’s Beautification Task 

Force which created a plan for the city and she currently chairs the Beautification Advisory Committee.  

When she again retired from the City after her 8 month tenure, our Congresswoman Jackie Speier gave 

a speech in Congress which was entered into the Congressional Record, praising Dr. Ginny Silva Jaquith, 

calling her a close friend, former colleague and remarkable public servant”.  Not bad for a farm girl, eh?   
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She keeps on ticking and was active in the recent Measure V campaign and is a committee chair for the 

upcoming LPGA women’s professional golf tournament which will be held at the Lake Merced Golf Club 

this coming April.  Gee, it’s lucky she retired and slowed down!  

 

Ginny does many other things, such as taking photographs at every event she attends.  These photos 

make their way into all the local papers because she wants to give credit where credit is due, and a 

photo is a powerful testament to a job well done by members of the community. She is a great crafter 

and donates some of her craft for charitable purposes.  I remember buying her beautiful small polymer 

clay surfboard at charity auction, and I can testify that her mosaic technique was first class.  She and 

Robin are great cooks and wine connoisseurs and you are very lucky if you are invited over to their 

house for a meal.  Even all those meetings that she hosts in their lovely living room have first class 

snacks and beverages and we feel very well taken care of. When not working on community projects 

Ginny enjoys spending time with her husband on the golf course and with her new Wheaton Terrier, 

Lotti.  Which leads me to a secret a friend shared with me.  You know how Ginny is always in charge?  It 

would seem that there is one place where she is not in charge.  The dogs in her life have always been in 

charge.  There was Poocharella, who often pulled a disappearing act and engendered the phrase 

“Poocharella runned away.”  Their Wheaton Terrier Whitney ran the household.  Their new young 

Wheaton Terrier, Lotti, can be a challenge and has made Ginny wonder if maybe there are some things 

that are beyond her.  Don’t worry, Ginny, those were some lucky dogs and you’ll manage just fine. 

 

As I wrap this up, I’m going to share some lyrics that Bill Michaelis reminded me of.  This song was sung 

by the trio of Emmylou Harris, Linda Ronstadt, and Dolly Parton and it is entitled “When We’re Gone, 

Long Gone.”  The chorus goes like this: 

 

And when we’re gone, long gone 

The only thing that will have mattered 

Is the love that we shared  

And the way that we cared 

When we’re gone, long gone. 

 

Thank you, Ginny, for taking care of so many things that matter. 

 

Presented by  

 

Debbie Kiest, Vice President 

Pacificans Care 


